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Read  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


BY  THE  HOUSE  OF  DELEGATES 

January  ISth,  1844. 


REPORT 


OF    THE 


SELECT   COMMITTEE, 


TO    WHICH    WAS    REFERRED 


So  Much  of  the  Executive  Message  as  B  elates 


TO    THE 


ASSUMPTION  OF  STATE  DEBTS, 


BY   THE 


GENERAL    GOVERNMENT. 


REPORT. 


The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  so  much  of  the  message 
of  the  Executive,  as  relates  to  the  assumption  of  State  debts  by  the 
General  Government,  beg  leave  to  report. 

They  presume  that  His  Excellency,  in  warning  the  Legislature 
against  any  expectation  of  aid  from  the  General  Government,  re- 
ferred to  the  proposition  introduced  into  Congress,  by  the  Hon, 
William  Cost  Johnson,  by  which  national  intervention  was  sought  in 
relief  of  the  embarrassments  of  the  States.  In  this  view  of  the  sub- 
ject referred,  your  committee  deem  it  necessary  to  an  impartial 
judgement  upon  the  merits  it  involves,  that  its  principles  and  mate- 
rial details  should  be  more  distinctly  exhibited  to  the  House,  than  as 
presented  in  the  message. 

We  understand  that  it  is  proposed  in  tlie  plan  fefeiTed  to,  to  sub- 
stitute for  the  bonds  of  the  indebted  States,  now  outstanding,  stock 
of  the  United  States,  to  the  extent  of  two  hundred  millions  of  dol- 
lars, at  three  per  cent  payable  at  the  Treasury  in  Washington. 
That  this  stock  should  be  divided  among  the  several  States,  in  the 
ratio  of  their  federal  representation.  That  the  proceeds  of  the  pub  ■ 
lie  lands  should  be  applied  to  the  discharge  of  the  interest  and  extinc- 
tion of  the  principal ,  at  the  date  fixed  for  the  maturity  of  the  Gov- 
ernment liability.  Such  we  conceive  to  be  the  principal  features  of  the 
proposition;  its  details,  subject  to  such  modifications,  as  the  wisdom 
of  Congress  might  direct. 

The  objections  of  His  Excellency  resolve  themselves  into  two 
primary  arguments,  comprehending  the  entire  relations  of  the  sub- 
ject. 

First. — That  the  assumption  of  State  liabilities  by  the  General 
Government,  is  evidently  unconstitutional. 

Secondly. — That  apart  from  its  evident  unconstitutionality, 
such  action  would  be  inexpedient;  because  it  would  abstract  from 
the  General  Government  already  involved,  a  portion  of  its  legitimate 
revenues,  and  thus  render  direct  taxation  for  national  wants  inevi- 
table— that  it  would  create  a  large  national  debt,  embarrassing  to  the 
Government  and  onerous  upon  the  people,  and  that  it  would  be  un- 
just to  the  non- indebted  States. 

These   objections   if  sustainable,  are  fatal  to  (his  suggestion   of 


State  relief,  and  it  is  becoming  alike  (o  the  Executive  and  to  your 
committee,  who  are  forced  to  dissent  from  his  opinions,  that  their 
argument  of  reply  should  be  direct  and  explicit.  We  then  propose, 
with  all  that  (leferciice  that  is  due  to  the  opinions  of  ilie  Chief 
Magistrate  of  Maryland,  to  present  to  the  House  the  reasons  that 
have  influenced  us  to  conclude,  that  the  measure  attiicked.  (should 
it  receive  the  sanction  of  the  Congress  of  the  Union,)  would  neither 
encroach  upon  the  liinits,  which  confine  the  national  power,  nor 
subject  the  people  of  the  Union  to  the  evils  presaged  upon  its  adop- 
tion. 

His  Excellency  offers  neither  argument  or  sanction  of  authority 
to  demonstrate  the  unconstitutional  character  of  the  measure. 
With  him  it  is  adjudicated  conclusion,  a  palpable  truth,  which 
illustration  woidd  only  obscure  and  reasoning  confuse.  Your 
committee  are  neither  entitled  by  political  experience  or  official 
position,  to  meet  assertion  merely  by  equivalent  denial,  and  in  this 
exigency  they  are  fortunate  in  being  able  to  invoke,  in  direct  and 
collateral  aid,  authorities  made  reverent  by  all  the  sacred  connec- 
tions that  unite  the  men  of  this  age,  with  the  associated  fathers  of 
their  country. 
*  Assumption  of  State  debts  by  the  National  Government  as  an 
independent  exercise  of  constitutional  power— (without  reference 
to  the  evident  distinctions  between  the  measure  proposed  and  its 
assertion,)  is  not  now  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee  obnoxious 
to  dispute,  doubt,  or  cavil.  Its  recognition  is  co-existent  with  our 
civil  Union.  It  is  one  of  a  series  of  measures,  which  served  in 
the  early  experience  of  the  constitution,  to  mark  and  illustrate  the 
powers  of  the  govenmient--high  in  the  list  of  those  practical  con- 
structions of  the  national  compact,  which  make  lucid  and  intelligi- 
ble distinctions,  which  the  dust  of  time  and  the  strifes  of  party 
have  obscured  and  involved.  Its  assertion  is  connected  with  an 
epoch  in  national  history,  brilliant  with  the  wisdom  and  the  virtues 
before  which,  in  the  mind  of  England's  Demosthenes  paled  the 
brightness  of  all  ancient  gloiy.  The  act  of  1790  assuminghr4he 
debts  of  the  States  to  the  extent  of  ,"j^21,500  00,  was  passed  in  a 
congress  in  which  sat  Carroll  and  Ames,  and  Gerr}'  and  Madison — 
it  was  recommended  by  Hamilton,  and  approved  by  Washington. 
It  was  the  creation  not  of  obligation  but  choice.  The  debts  were 
assumed  not  because,  their  liquidation  was  guarantied  either  by 
the  articles  of  confederation  or  the  constitution,  but  because  such 
provision  "would  be  greatly  conducive  to  an  orderly,  economical 
and  effectual  arrangement  of  the  public  finances,"  (sect.  12,  act  of 
1790.)  The  National  debt  more  than  Fifty-four  Millions  of  Dol- 
lars, was  provided  for  because,  "justice  and  the  support  of  public 
credit"  required  a  fulfilment  of  the  engagements  of  the  United 
States.  (Preamble  to  the  act.)  No  words  could  more  cleariy  ex- 
press the  distinct  Uiotives  influencing  Congress,  to  provide  both  for 
State  and  National  indebtedness,  without  blending  them  in  one 
common  obligation.  "Justice  and  the  support  of  credit,"  prompt- 
ed provision  tor  the  national  debt,  "economical  and  orderly  arrange- 


ment  of  the  public  finances,"  indicated  the  necessity  of  assump- 
tion. The  first  was  imperative  duty — the  second  dependent  upon 
conclusions  of  convenience  and  facility  in  public  administration. 
The  idea  that  those  debts  were  assumed,  because  contracted  in 
efforts  of  common  defence  and  therefore  constitutional  (and  if  so 
obligatory,)  is  the  illogical  refuge  from  the  dilemma,  tliat  the  op- 
ponents of  this  measure,  upon  assumed  absence  of  authori- 
ty, are  placed.  If  assumption  be  unconstitutional  now,  the 
act  of  1790,  is  obnoxious  to  the  same  objection — the  constitution 
is  fixed — it  neither  expands  or  contracts — the  power  is  substantial— 
the  expediency  of  its  exercise  alone  mutable— to  avoid  arraign- 
ment of  the  framer's  of  the  act  of  1790,  and  yet  retain  a  fatal  ob- 
jection to  assumption,  its  opponents  by  a  rhetorical  mystecism, 
unintelligible  to  your  committee,  find  the  power  in  the  act  which 
they  deny  to  its  agent.  They  contend  that  the  State  debts 
were  assumed  as  of  obligation,  because  they  were  in  aid  of  the 
confederated  effort  for  independence  -an  argument  all  cogent  if  the 
power  of  assumption  under  the  constitution  is  conceded,  incon- 
clusive and  idle  if  it  be  denied — the  act  itself  strips  this  argument 
of  all  speciousness  and  exposes  its  fallacy.  If  the  debts  were  as- 
sumed because  they  were  of  equitable  though  not  of  technical  ob- 
ligation, and  this  the  motive  to  assumption — then  the  transfer  of 
the  debt  was  the  extinction  of  State  liability,  and  no  charge  there- 
fore could  be  entered  against  the  State. 

That  no  idea  of  actual  obligation  influenced  the  Congress  of 
1790,  will  be  evident  from  the  elaborate  discussion  by  which  for 
months,  the  merits  of  the  proposition  were  analysed ;  and  your 
committee  particularly  refer  to  the  argument  of  Mr.  Madison,  re- 
ported in  the  2d  volume  of  Congress  Debates,  page  1587 — in  which 
the  identity  of  State  and  National  liability  is  energetically  denied, 
and  the  argument  that  they  were  "in  justice  debts  of  the  United 
States,"  strenuously  and  elaborately  combatted,  (Appendix  A,)  this 
argument  is  further  conclusively  answered  by  the  19tli  section  of 
the  very  act  of  assumption:  "And  belt  Enacted,  That  so  much 
of  the  debt  of  each  State  as  shall  be  subscribed  to  the  said  loan, 
and  the  monies  (if  any)  that  shall  be  advanced  to  the  same,  pur- 
suant to  this  act  shall  be  a  charge  against  such  Slate  in  account 
with  the  United  States"  And  most  faithfully  was  this  record  of 
indebtedness  kept.  Those  who  assert  that  the  assumption  of  1790, 
was  not  an  exercise  of  constitutional  power  under  general  grants, 
but  a  discharge  of  debtor  obligation,  under  the  specific  guarantee 
of  the  sixth  article — who  contend  that  the  debts  assumed,  were  in 
their  nature  national  because  contracted  in  confederated  effort, 
will  find  it  diflicult  to  explain  the  subsequent  action  of  Congress. 
The  adjustment  of  State  and  National  relations  in  accounts,  under 
commission  in  1793  found  seven  States  creditors  and  six  debtors  to 
the  United  States,  and  among  the  indebted  States  Virginia — Virginia 
Avho  by  her  legislature  resolved  theactunconstitutiond  andmemorial- 
ised  Congress  for  its  repeal,  funded  under  its  authority  .^2,934,443  29, 
South  Carolina,  whose  legislative  resolutions  denunciatory  of  similar 


relief,  now  have  been  lefenvtl  lo  yoni  coinniittee,  niers^ed  in  this 
great  resonic(^  of  national  cictlil  ,sli,y9V>,G51  Tl.  (B.)  'J^he  United 
States  Ileal  itiiij  I  he  Jissun  led  (l<'l)ls  as  achari^e  against  I  he. several  Sl;ite.s, 
under  the  act  for  a  long  time  attempted,  by  indirect  proposition  and 
earnest  appeal,  to  reclaim  from  the  debtor  States,  the  sum's  stand- 
ing against  tliem  formed  in  part  by  their  assimiption  of  diose  inde- 
pendent liabilities.  To  advantageous  proposition  and  eloquent 
solicitation,  the  States  with  two  exceptions  responded  by  in- 
action. Congress  wearied  by  succession  of  fruitless  application, 
debated  frequent  propositions  to  release  claims  so  little  affording 
hope  of  realization.  The  last  effort  failing  by  a  vote  of  42  to  38. 
(C.)  In  all  their  attempts  to  extinguish  the  claim  thus  became  in 
effect  nominal,  not  one  word  or  syllable  of  report,  resolution  or 
law,  advances  the  argument  of  the  nature  of  .the  debt  as  a  reason 
for  its  release— the  alleged  motive  to  the  attempt,  was  equally  in- 
fluential though  not  quite  so  honorable  to  the  recusant  States,  that 
they  would  not  pay  and  the  power's  of  the  government  were  inade- 
quate to  coerce  collection. 

The  existing  records  of  the  public  departments  still  present  those 
inexorable  States  as  debtors  to  the  General  Government,  and  estab- 
lish the  position  that  the  assumption  of  ]  790  was  not  intended  as 
an  acknowledgment  by  the  United  States  of  obligatory  indebted- 
ness, but  as  (what  is  now  advocated)  an  advance  of  government 
credit,  in  aid  of  States  retarded  and  embarrassed  by  pecuniary  bur- 
then. Your  committee  resting  with  confidence  upon  this  prece- 
dent of  action,  will  not  delay  further  examination  of  the  subject 
submitted  to  them  by  citing  analogous  authority  for  their  view  of 
constitutional  power  in  the  convention  of  Hawksberry  and  King, 
formed  under  the  authority  and  sanctioned  Ijy  the  approval  of  Mr. 
Jefferson.  We  regard  then  the  Constitutional  power  as  adjudged 
to  exist  by  authority,  so  elevated  as  to  make  its  question  almost  an 
exhibition  of  intellectual  hardihood.  We  proceed  to  examine  the 
remaining  objections  of  the  Executive. 

2nd.  That  the  adoption  of  this  plan  would  render  direct  taxation 
by  the  General  Government  inevitable— we  might  easily  answer  this 
objection,  by  simple  reference  to  the  condition  of  Maryland.  The 
l3urthen  of  direct  taxation  is  already  upon  her  people — sensibly  felt 
and  heavily  borne — and  if  the  Siate  relief  sought  should  involve  a 
similar  necessity  on  the  part  of  the  General  Government  the  de- 
gree of  relative  evil  could  only  be  ascertained  by  comparison  of 
results.  Such  examination  it  occurs  to  your  committee,  would 
conclusively  terminate  in  advocacy  of  the  scheme.  The  interest 
bearing  portion  of  the  debt  of  Maryland  is  Ten  Millions  of  dollars — 
the  annual  tax  necessary  to  its  discharge  $600,000.  By  the  plan 
proposed,  Maryland's  share  of  stock  would  be  nearly  Six  Millions 
at  three  per  cent,  or  chargable  with  the  annual  burthen  of  $180,- 
000 — the  interest  upon  the  remaining  Four  Millions  of  her  debt 
would  be  .'ii;240,000.  Upon  no  principle  of  equity  could  the  as- 
sessment of  a  direct  tax  upon  Maryland,  exceed  the  amount  of  in- 
debtedness assumed  for  her— nnd  if  this  necessity  were  induced  by 


the  adoption  of  the  plan,  Maryland  in  this  its  worst  aspect  would 
be  benefited  $180,000  annually— by  the  reduction  of  her  direct  tax 
from  ^600,000  to  $420,000.  Another  argument  upon  this  hypo 
thesis  of  the  Executive  has  weight  with  your  committee.  The  in- 
terest on  the  debt  of  Maryland  to  a  considerable  extent,  is  payable 
in  London  and  on  the  Continent;  the  balance  of  exchange  is 
against  us  — to  meet  this  foreign  payment  of  interest  specie  must  be 
exported,  or  bills  of  exchange  purchased,  the  latter  mode  increasing 
the  debt  in  the  ratio  of  the  exchange  against  us,  while  the  expor- 
tation of  specie  reduces  the  capital  upon  which  every  industrial 
interest  depends.  By  the  plan  proposed  (and  such  too  would  be 
the  effect  of  the  direct  taxation  by  the  Government,)  the  interest 
would  be  payable  in  Washington,  and  of  itself  constitute  a  capital 
beneficial  to  the  laborious  employment  of  the  country :  because  the 
foreign  creditor  would  find  it  more  to  his  advantage  to  export  his 
interest  in  the  shape  of  our  products,  than  either  in  specie  or  ex- 
change ;  thus  to  the  very  extent  of  the  interest  or  tax  the  circle  of 
competition,  for  our  products  would  be  widened,  and  the  farmer, 
planter,  manufacturer  paying  the  tax,  would  have  a  portion  re- 
turned to  him  in  the  increased  price  of  the  results  of  his  labor. 
Again  if  the  facts  stated  by  his  Excellency  be  correct  and  your  com- 
mittee admit  them,  and  the  policy  indicated  by  him  of  avoiding  any 
attempt  at  a  more  profitable  tariff  be  the  rule  of  the  govermnent ;. 
the  abstraction  of  the  land  fund  from  the  national  revenues  would 
not  hasten,  nor  its  continuance  retard  the  necessity  for  direct  taxa- 
tion. His  Excellency  adopting  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasuiy,  estimates  the  accruing  excess  of  expenditure  over  rev- 
enue in  the  General  Government  at  $14,772,976  88,  (the  land  fund 
combined  in  the  revenue  account,)  take  from  this  the  land  fund 
estimated  at  $2,500,000,  and  the  deficiency  would  be  $17,272,976. 
However,  if  the  land  fund  be  yielded,  is  the  $14,772,976  88  of  defici- 
ent revenue  to  be  supplied.  What  other  source  of  revenue  has  the 
National  Government,  save  this  fund  and  the  custom's?  but  both 
under  the  existing  tariff  system  are  inefl&cient — to  borrow  money,  ex- 
cept as  a  temporary  expedient,  would  but  increase  the  difficulty  and 
swell  the  volume  of  encroaching  indebtedness.  The  tariff  must 
not  be  touched  lest  sectional  jealousies  should  endanger  miited  in- 
tegrity: repudiation  so  boldly  and  eloquently  denounced  in  the 
message  as  applied  to  the  State,  would  scarcely  be  recommended 
to  the  General  Government.  No  alternative  then  remains  under 
the  hypothesis  of  the  Executive,  whether  the  land  be  left  as  na- 
tional supply  or  applied  as  iis  legitimate  direction  to  the  aid  of  the 
States,  whose  right  it  is  but  a  resort  to  direct  taxation  by  the  Gene- 
ral Government  to  relieve  the  existing  deficiency  in  the  national 
revenue.  But  we  respectfully  differ  from  his  Excellency,  we  ap- 
prehend no  such  result  as  the  consequence  of  assumption — the  land 
fund  sought  to  be  applied  to  the  purposes  of  this  proposition,  we 
believe,  will  be  fully  adequate  to  the  eventual  discharge  of  the  debts 
assumed,  and  the  regular  payment  of  the  interest.  True  the  fund 
at  this  period  would   not  suffice,  nor  is  its  present  revenue  a  fair 


?\andarcl  of  ii.s  luiurc  piodiictiveiiess.  Ttjougli  the  couniiv  h»<  iioi. 
yet  recovered  I'rom  the  paralysis  ils  every  interest  sufi'ered,  from  tlie 
fostered  extravagance  of  1836,  yet  we  are  gradually  regaining  a 
healthy  and  vigorous  internal  strength;  the  evils  of  the  past  are 
disappearing  before  the  industrial  enei^es  of  the  people — ^moneta- 
ry facilities  are  increasing— the  popidation  rapidly  enlarging,  while 
the  fertility  and  vaslness  of  the  public  domain,  ofiers  more  ample 
theatre  for  successful  industry,  more  open  paths  to  civil  distinction, 
than  the  crowded  and  worn  areas  of  the  old  States. 

Two  periods,  the  extremes  of  forced,  unnatural  speculation  and 
depression  will  illustrate  our  views.  In  1836,  the  proceeds  of  the 
public  lands  amounted  to  $25,167,833;  in  1841,  ,sl. 363.090,  any 
rational  medium,  looking  to  the  improvement  now  steadily  pro- 
gressing would  support  the  position  of  the  committee — already  we 
have  auxiliary  data,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  estimates  the 
revenue  from  public  lands  for  1844,  at  192,250,000,  a  rapid  increase 
upon  the  return  of  1841.  But  admit  error  in  this  hope,  still  taxa- 
tion by  the  GenertJ  Government  is  not  necessary.  There  is  a  re- 
source, alternative,  constitutional,  less  oppressive  and  involving  in 
its  results  other  benefits  to  Maiyland — a  revision  of  the  tariff,  an 
increase  of  duties  to  the  point  of  necessaiy  revenue  for  all  purposes, 
a  narrower  circle  of  free  articles.  In  1783,  Mr.  Madison  recommend- 
ing a  tax  on  imports,  wrote,  "taxes  on  consumption  are  always  least 
burdensome,  because  they  are  least  felt,  and  are  bom  too  by  those 
who  are  both  able  and  willing  to  pay  them ;  that  of  all  taxes  on 
consumption,  those  on  foreign  commerce  are  most  conipatible  with 
the  genius  and  policy  of  free  States."  With  the  very  view  to  this 
source  of  national  supply,  the  States  surrendered  to  the  General 
Government,  all  power  of  import  duties. 

It  is  the  primary  resort  of  constitutional  revenue,  the  least  bur- 
(hensome  of  all  popular  contributions  to  government  support,  fall- 
ing in  just  effect  upon  voluntary  ability.  He  who  buy's  not  pay's 
not,  this  tax  is  not  the  necessaiy  concomitant  of  successful  labor — lux- 
ury of  taste,  refinement  of  habit,  social  indulgence,  these  chiefly 
pay.  Why  should  we  turn  from  this  source  of  relief  to  seek  in 
burthens  upon  necessitous  labor,  the  revenue  they  should  furnish. 
Danger  to  the  Union !  the  committee  deem  not  so  lightly  of  the 
patriotism  or  wisdom  of  their  united  brethren,  to  believe,  that  hazard 
to  the  country'  is  to  spring  from  relief  to  the  people.  That  all  the 
multifarious  advantages  of  this  congregated  strength  are  to  be  cast 
aside,  because  the  government  resorts  to  a  constitutional  remedy 
for  its  necessities;  and  we  have  yet  to  learn,  that  in  the  history  of 
this  nation  a  tariff  for  revenue  has  ever  been  the  parent  of  sectional 
jealousy  or  distrust.  We  go  further,  spetdiing  as  Marylanders  to 
Maryland ;  we  denounce  the  existing  system  as  iniquitous — as  a  le 
gal  spoliation  upon  the  industr}'  of  her  people.  The  spirit  of  the 
constitution  is  equality  of  burthen;  it  admits  not  of  favoritism,  it 
embodies  no  prejudice,  its  very  letter  directs  "that  duties  on  imposts 
and  excises  shall  be  uniform."  The  powers  of  the  Government 
should  be  so  exercised  as  to  conform  to  this  spirit,  and  by  internal 
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adiiiinislratioii  and  external  coiivention,  to  secure  equal  advantage& 
to  industry  wherever  exercised.  In  the  internal  arrangement  this 
equality  is  preserved,  the  duties  upon  the  same  articles  are  every 
where  equal,  in  external  relations  through  the  mediimi  of  its  tariffs, 
the  principle  has  been  forgotten  or  violated.  A  brief  statistical  de- 
tail will  demonstrate  the  accuracy  of  our  conclusions. 

The  chief  agricultural  staples  of  this  country,  exchangable  for 
foreign  merchandise  are  Cotton,  Tobacco  and  Wheat.  By  the  or- 
ganization of  our  Government,  the  States  have  no  commercial  in- 
dependence, all  their  relations  are  regulated  by  National  power.  The 
revenues  of  the  Government  for  common  expenses,  are  by  duties  on 
foreign  articles  exchanged  mediately  for  domestic  products.  Tak- 
ing 1840  as  a  basis  of  calculation  and  the  then  agricultural  products 
mentioned,  were  more  than  two-thirds  of  the  entire  exports  from  this 
country,  and  by  their  exchangable  value,  paying  more  than  four 
fifths  of  the  entire  imports  of  the  same  year,  thus  attesting  the  fact, 
that  the  Tobacco,  Cotton  and  Grain  producing  sections  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  bear  the  burthen  indirectly  of  four-fifths  of  the  general 
commercial  indebtedness  and  contribute  this  proporton  of  the  annual 
commercial  revenue.  Legislal  ion  for  protection  as  incident  to  discrim- 
ination in  duties,  has  had  the  sanction  of  thewisestofall  parties  divid- 
ing this  country;  both  Mr.  Jefferson  and  Mr.  Madison,  advocated  it, 
the  former  preferring  under  constitutional  sanctions,  the  application 
of  surplus  revenue  to  objects  of  inteiiial  improvement,  than  to  reduce 
it  to  the  revenue  standard  by  taking  off  duties  incidentally  protec- 
tive to  the  manufacturing  interests  of  the  countr}^  The  latter 
advising  Congress  to  consider  in  the  adjustment  of  duties  on  im- 
ports to  the  object  of  revenue,  the  influence  of  the  tariff  on  manu- 
factures by  the  piotective  operation,  of  which  we  would  become  at  an 
"early  day  not  only  safe  against  occasional  com.petition  from  abroad," 
but  thus  they  would  afford  "a  source  of  domestic  wealth  and  even 
of  external  commerce."  The  principle  of  this  Legislation  results 
from  the  combination  of  interest  opposite  yet  capable  of  harmonizing 
from  the  carrying  out  of  the  great  constitutional  direction,  we  are 
urging  of  equality,  of  buithen  by  proximate  equality  of  advantage. 
To  the  South  and  West,  nature  has  given  boundless  extent  and 
exhaustless  fertility  of  soil.  Hence  agriculture  presides  To  the 
East  is  the  narrower  area  and  denser  population,  here  labor  must 
find  other  employment,  and  manufactures  spring  up,  while  com- 
merce expands  her  wings  along  the  whole  line  of  coast,  giving  to 
every  employment  the  aid  of  her  facilities.  Legislation  looking 
to  the  permanancy  of  Union  by  identity  or  mutual  dependence  of  in- 
terests, by  an  early  adopted  system  wisely  constructed,  and  efficient- 
ly, persevered  in,  has  wrought  this  object.  Manufactures  now  stand 
alone,  uiatiued  in  vigor  and  realizing  the  prediction  of  Mr.  Madison, 
the  fabrics  of  our  looms  with  slight  incidental  aid,  can  compete 
with  the  labors  of  the  world.  We  now  demand  for  the  agricultU' 
ral  interest,  the  adoption  of  a  similar  policy,  not  affecting  manufac- 
tures in  its  operations,  because  the  incidents  would  be  equally  bene- 
ficial to  both.     We  again  refer  to  statistical  data  in  support   of  our 


views,  (D. )  Tlic  eniire  levcnucs  iVoin  'jusloins  in  lb4U,  \s  tis  $15,- 
101,790  63,  of  imporls  ,^39, 130,921,  were  Aoiii  Great  Britain  and 
its  tlopeiulcncif's,  yi<'!(lingat  (lie  avoiaij^e  ra'io  of  tarifl',  about  twelve 
millions  of  duiies — our  exports  of  the  .'-anie  year  to  (in-at  Britain  of 
Cotton,  Flour,  and  Tobacco,  were  .S4^5, 7 13,480,  The  duties  paid 
in  (Jreai  Britain,  on  .'^■3,388,809,  on  the  estimated  value  of  Tobacco 
exported,  were  >^23,;)37,205.  On  >;4l,945,334,  value  of  Cotton 
exported  were  paid  ?^3,247,880  29,  less  than  four  millions  of  To- 
Imceo  exporte<l,  yielding  to  FiUu^land  a  revenue  of  ten  millions  more 
than  the  duties  on  her  entire  exports  to  this  eounlry.  and  exceeding 
the  entire  revenue  from  duties  on  all  imports,  more  than  eight 
millions  of  dollars.  When  au  inequality  so  grossly  exists  in  favor 
of  the  staples  of  Southern  labor,  apprehensions  of  that  section,  as 
the  result  of  any  attempt  to  procure  justice  from  the  Government  can 
be  scarcely  entertained.  While  ovir  cormtr}^  has  progressed  in  pop- 
ulation and  therefore,  in  consuming  ability  to  an  almost  unexam- 
pled extent,  the  tariff  revenues  of  the  country  have  fallen  off.  In 
1822,  with  a  population  of  less  than  ten  millions,  duties  were  col- 
lected from  eighty-three  millions  of  imports,  to  the  amount  of  twen- 
ty four  millions  of  dollars.  In  1842  with  a  population  of  more 
than  17  millions,  the  Government,  realized  from  one  hundred 
millions  of  imports,  sixteen  millions  of  revenue, — the  solution  is 
facile.  In  J  822,  more  than  seventy-five  millions  of  all  imported 
articles  bore  duty. — under  the  liberal  system  of  the  latter  period, 
by  which  the  citizens  of  Maryland  have  been  plundered  by  legal 
sanction,  thirty  millions  of  th<^  hundred  imported,  were  free  of 
duty. 

The  tariff  of  '42  to  a  certain  extent  has  repaired  this  evil  and  its 
results  are  alrpady  an  intelligible  comment  upon  the  wisdom  of 
previous  action.  In  Boston  alone  the  revenues  of  1843,  exceeded 
the  revenues  of  1842,  by  six  hundred  and  eighty-five  thousand  dol- 
lars It  cannot  be  doubted  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  that 
further  revision  and  modification  would  materially  enlarge  this 
source  of  revenue.  Those  articles  of  consumption  on  which  the 
nearest  proximate  rate  of  duty  to  prohibition  maybe  borne  are  lux- 
uries, the  iion-nece.ssaries  of  natural  existence,  the  essentials  of 
artificial  or  habitual  life.  The  revenue  derived  by  Englemd  from 
the  article  of  Tobacco,  a  mere  luxurv'  is  infinitely  larger  than  from 
any  other  sou  ice,  and  our  scale  of  imports  present  many  a  similar 
subject  for  experiment  and  profit,  far  beyond  the  duty  they  now 
bear.  Your  committee  then  argue  that,  for  supposed  deficiencies 
of  revenue  aiising  from  the  withdrawal  of  the  land  fund,  there  are 
ample  sources  of  supply  beneficial  to  the  agricultural  interest, — in- 
dicated by  the  constitution, — sanctioned  by  the  approval  of  the 
sages  of  the  Republic — without  an  "inevitable  resort"  to  that  most 
onerous  and  last  relief  for  State  necessity,  direct  taxation. 

Your  conmiittee  take  higher  ground;  we  deny  to  the  General 
Government  the  right  to  apply  the  land  fund  to  the  ordinarv  pur- 
o 
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poses  of  jNational  Expciidkuie,     We  ckum  ihiti  it  belongs  to  the 
States,  that  the  Government  is  nothuig  but  a  trustee,  so  acknow- 
ledged by  the  most  elevated  ai.Uhority.     We  propose  to  condense 
our  argument  upon  this  point  within  the  narrowest  intelligible  cir- 
cle.    The  titles  to  the  public  domain  are  derived  from  deeds  of  ces- 
sion ,  treaty  and  purchase.     The  act  of  1 790,  pledged  for  the  redemp- 
tion  of  the  National  and  assumed  State  debts — "the  proceeds  of  the 
•ales  which  shall  be  juade  of  lands  in  the  Western  Territory,  now 
belonging  or  that  may  hereafter  belong  to  the  United   States,  and 
shall  be  applied  solely  to  that  use,  until  the  said  debts  shall  be  fully 
satisfied."     The  deeds  of  cession    conveyed  titles  to  the  United 
States,  to  ail  the  lands  within  the  chartered  limits  of  the  States  ce- 
ding, and  the  terms  of  the  deeds  expressly  declare  the  character  of 
the  title  conveyed.     Yirginia  covering  the  largest  portion  in  her  deed 
of  cession,  constitutes  a  seiies  of  distinct  trusts,  she  "cedes  to  the 
United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  for  the  benefit  of  the  said 
States"  all  light,  etc.,  to  their  designated  limits  for  certain  specific 
purposes,  concluding  "that  all  the  lands  within  the  territoiy  so 
ceded  to  the  United  States,  and  not  reserved  or  appropriated  to 
any  of  the  before  mentioned  purposes  or  disposed  of  in  bounties  to 
the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  American  army,  shall  be  considered 
a  common  fund  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  such  of  the  United  States 
as  have  become  or  shall  become  members  of  the  confederation,  or 
federal  alliance  of  the  said  Stales,  Virginia  inclusive,  according  to 
the  usual  respectice  proportions  in  the  general  charge  ond  expen- 
diture, and  shall  be  faithfullij  and  bona  fide  disposed  of  for  that 
purpose,  and  for  no  other  use  or  purpose  whatever."      Will  it  be 
contended  by  any  one  desirous  of  being  considered  a  candid  ex- 
positor, that  a  deed  so  filled  with  specific  trusts  can  by  any  process 
of  legal  sophistry  or  technical  ingenuity,  be  converted  into  an  unre- 
stricted grant.     Distinct  uses  provided  for — the  residue  to  he  appor- 
tioned by  an  arbitrary  rule  among  the  States,  the  State  ceding  inclu- 
sive, "according  to  their  usual  respective  proportion  of  the  general 
rharge  and  expenditure;" — this  general  charge  and  expenditure 
was  graduated  neither  by  population  or  territorial  extent,  but  by  the 
quality  of  cultivated  land  and  the  value  of  the  improvements.    So 
that  a  State  smaller  in  extent,  weaker  in  population,  might  be  sub- 
jected to  heavier  charge  than  its  larger  and  more  populous  neigh- 
bour, and  therefore  entitled  to  a  larger  proportional  share  in  this 
trust  fund.     Now  it  is  evident  that  nu  distinct  or  dilTerent  interest 
could  be  claimed  by,  or  gianted  to  any  Slate,  in  the  uses  of  a 
general  national  fund;  nor  would  any  one  State  upon  the  hypo- 
thesis of  an  unqualified  surrender  of  interest  in  this  territoiy,  have 
the  right  to  arraign  oi-  ratify  any  act  of  disposition   by  the  general 
Congress;  and  yet,  four  years  after  the  cession  by  Virginia,  it  was 
found  necessary  that  that  State  should  give  constitutional  vitality 
to  the  action  of  Congress,  disposing  of  this  territory  difl'erently  from 
the  stipulated  directions  of  the  cession.     Theactof  Virginia  of  1788, 
quotes  the  recommendation  by  Congress,  of  "a  revision  of  the  act 
of  cession,  so  far  as  to  empower  Congress,"  etc.,  to  depart  from  the 
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iteniis  of  cession  in  die  specified  instance,  and  lecilinof  that  it  was 
''expedient  to  assent  to  the  proposed  aiteialiou  so  as  to  ratify  and 
continn  the  said  article  of  compact,  etc."  enactt^  that  tlie  aforesaid 
<uticle  of  compact,  "be  and  fh(>.  sanie  is  hereby  ratified  and  r.oidirin- 
<)d,  any  thini(  to  the  contrary  \n  the  deed  of  cession  of  die  said 
territory,  by  tJiis  (,'onnijonweah.h  to  (he  I  'nitcd  Stales  notwithstand- 
ing." (E,)  Thus  exercising'  an  acknowJedged,  recognised  super- 
vision over  the  grantee  in  rehiliou  to  the  fund  conveyed.  It  would 
bean  insult  to  the  intelligence  of  the  House,  to  argue  more  expli- 
■citly  the  trust  lelalion  of  the  government  to  the  lands  ceded,  until 
it  shall  have  been  shown,  that  by  subsequent  action  of  the  States, 
this  charter  was  abrogated  oi-  changed. 

Th(;  object  of  the  cessions  wa.«  to  give  to  each  State  a  fund  to 
reimbuise  its  seperate  charge  and  expciKliture  for  the  general  de- 
fence. The  dale  of  the  cession  is  important,  1784 — after  war  had 
ceased.  The  piovision  tfien  necessarily  referred  to  the  reimburse- 
ment of  charge  and  (expenditure  -iusiained  in  utuqudl proimrtieus 
by  the  State.  And  so  far  as  ihc  General  Government  has  so  ap- 
plied the  fund,  so  far,  Iiave  not  the  trusts  of  tl -^  cession  been  viola- 
ted? At  the  end  of  the  war  every  State  was  involved  in  debt,  these 
debts  were  assumed  by  the  (Tovernment,  and  their  interests  in  the 
land  pledged  for  their  redemption,  '^j^'he  amount  of  actual  assump- 
tion was  .sl8,27i,S].4,and  io  this  ext(Mit  and  no  further  is  the 
General  Government  entitled  to  <redit  from  the  Stales,  in  the  ac^ 
account  of  this  fund.  While  she  is  chargeable  by  the  States,  with 
every  acre  of  land  and  eveiy  cent  of  proceeds  applied  to  other  pur- 
poses, than  forthc  use  of  the  States  in  (he  proportions  assumed  by 
their  deeds  of  cession.   (F.)    ' 

The  cessions  wete  made,  the  treaty  was  ratified  under  the  con- 
federation ;  there  was  no  grant  in  either  case  to  thi'  Geneidl  Goi:- 
veriimnit^  forno  General  (government  was  foimed,  and  most  of  the 
civil  expense  now  paidoutofgeneial  monies,  were  sustained  by  the 
States  individually  ;  the  war  charges  were  levied  upon  each  State 
in  distinct  propoitions  as  a  general  fund  and  to  this  specific  '-pro- 
portion in  the  general  charge  and  expenditure,"  the  terms  of  the 
cession  evidently  referred.  The  Const itution  made  no  change  in 
the  relation  of  title,  the  power  of  '■dispnsitio))'''  alone  was  given, 
rendered  necessary  by  the  organic  alteration  in  the  form  of  Govern- 
ment:  while  the  clause  providing  means  of  raising  general  rev- 
enue, does  not  eithei  expressly  or  impliedly,  embrace  the  land  fund 
among  its  sources. 

Your  committee  have  asserted  that  the  title  of  the  United  States 
was  a  trust  title,  ihey  have  so  argued  from  the  language  of  the  ces- 
sions ;  it  is  but  commendable  distrust,  in  the  force  of  theirindividual 
opinions  to  draw  around  the  positions  they  assume  the  guards  of 
high  authority.  The  trustee  capacity  of  Congress  in  reference  to 
the  lands  either  ceded  or  purchased,  "bound  by  compacts  and  trea- 
ties to  dispose  of  the  lands  according  to  the  terms  of  the  trust,"  was 
asserted  bv  Mr.  Benton  in   1S26.     In  18.32.  William  R.  Kin?  of 
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Alabama,  chamclerised  the  riglitful  relation  of  the  Federal  GoveriT- 
ment  to  the  lands,  to  be  that  of  "a  trustee  u'lththe  power  and  the 
duty  of  disposhig  of  the  public  lands  in  a  liberal  and  equitable 
manner." 

We  have  contended  that  the  lands  ate  not  a  legitimate  source  of 
revenue  to  the  General  Government,  and  challenge  the  clause  in 
the  Constitution,  that  would  cover  such  claim — again  v/e  invoke 
authority.  In  1832,  Mr.  King  says,  "the  Custom  Houses  are  the 
true  sources  of  federal  revenue,"  asserting  "that  the  public  debts 
being  then  paid,  the  public  lands  are  entirely  released  from  the 
pledge  they  were  under  to  that  object,  and  are  free  to  receive  anew 
and  liberal  destination  for  the  relief  of  the  States  in  which  they 
lie."  Mr.  Buchanan  advocating  a  distribution  of  the  proceeds, 
places  it  in  part  upon  the  ground  that  "it  would  draw  oti'  from 
the  General  Government  this  eccentric  source  of  revenue,  and  dis- 
tribute it  among  the  States.  We  should  then  be  left  where  the 
Constituiion  intended  to  place  us J^  (G.)  Cessions  of  the  lands, 
have  lately  been  strenuously  advocated,  to  the  States  within  which 
they  lie,  by  Calhoun,  Sevier,  Walker,  ect.  (H.)  And  from  the 
commencement  of  the  Govevnmei:it  down,  they  have  been  treated 
asa  fund  ready  of  application  for  partial  and  individual  ptirposes, 
when  the  Constitution  forbade  them  to  touch  for  such  objects  the 
revenues  of  the  Gcverninent.  (1.)  We  deny  that  Congress  had 
the  right  so  to  deal  with  the  ceded  lands,  but  their  reiterated  ac- 
tions sufficiently  determine  their  view  of  the  rekition  of  the  Gov- 
ernment to  the  public  larids.  Education  within  State  limits — inter- 
nal improvement — donations  from  gratitude  or  pity — human  mis- 
fortunes beyond  the  limits  of  the  Union — all  have  found  in  the 
caprice  of  Congress  ample  relief  and  aid  in  this  fund,  from  subser- 
vience to  which  the  Constitution  had  guarded  the  "rightful"  reve- 
nues of  the  Goverimient.  We  close  with  the  authority  of  one, 
whose  claims  to  the  gratitude  of  the  whole  country  for  military  ser- 
vices, are  in  the  opinion  of  a  large  party,  paralleled  by  emi- 
nence of  civil  capacity — General  Jackson  in  1832  thus  writes, 
"As  the  lands  may  now  be  considered  as  released  from  this  pledge^ 
(the  debt)  the  object  for  which  they  were  ceded  having  been  ac- 
complished, it  is  in  the  discretion  of  Congress  to  dispose  of  them  in 
such  way  as  best  to  conduce  to  the  quiet,  harmony  and  general  in- 
terest of  the  American  people."  Since  that  period — since  by  the 
redemption  of  the  specific  pledge,  the  ultimate  and  resulting  uses 
to  the  States  became  active — the  Government  has  received  and  ap- 
propriated more  than  Seventy  Millions  from  the  lands — (J.)  finding 
in  their  abundance,  a  fund  for  public  extravagance,  it  would  be 
scarcely  two  harsh  to  describe  as  wanton,  if  not  shameless  pro- 
fligacy— much  of  it  has  been  wasted,  in  objects  of  which  the  uses 
were  not  apparent — far  too  much  squandered,  by  public  officers, 
who  found  in  their  devotion  to  party  a  slowness  to  detect,  if  not  im- 
munity for  offence.  It  has  been  of  that  evil  to  Government  of 
which  it  now  feels  the  consequence  —leading  to  idle  and  expensive 
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experiment — sanctioning  inane  profiiseness,  ami  destroying  liie 
tiiuilibriuni  of  linance  by  its  Hnctnations — at  one  time  tliiowing 
into  tlie  '^rreasuiy  twenty-live  millions,  (lu;  next  year  receding  to 
six — iilternate  irregular  ebi)  and  How. 

In  1835  the  ex])endit{nesol'  the  General  Government  were  $17,- 
575,141  56,  anil  in  (lie  same  year  the  revenue;  I'lom  the  public 
lands  suddenly  swelled  from  four  millions  to  fourteen — such  accre- 
tion of  revenue,  only  prompted  national  extravagance,  and  in  1S36 
the  expenditures  reached  the  enormous  amoimt  of  thirty  millions  — 
the  still  increasing  reventie  from  this  fund  stimulatetl  increased  dis- 
bursements, until  in  1838,  they  enlarged  to  near  forty  millions  of 
dollars,  a  larger  appropriation  of  public  monies,  than  was  made  in 
1814  when  struggling  with  our  most  potent  enemy.  We  in  vain 
look  over  the  face  of  the  country,  for  evidences  of  improvement, 
that  would  explain  this  expenditure — none  exist,  and  we  can  only 
add  it  as  another  instance  of  the  rule  which  teaches,  (hat  national 
economy  is  only  to  be  attained  by  limitation  of  means. 

We  claim  then  that  the  aid  sought  from  the  Government  finds 
an  argument  additional  to  tlie  relief  of  the  Slates  iji  the  interest 
of  the  Goverment  itself,  that  by  the  withdrawal  of  this  eccentric 
and  uncertain  somcc  of  supply,  we  limit  thrt  national  extravagance 
that  never  can  be  indulged  in  with  safety  to  the  Republic — because 
in  its  train  are  ever  found  venality  and  sycophanc}',  corruption  of 
public  moials,  dependence  upon  tlie  executive,  by  extended  and 
lucrative  ofiicial  patronage,  rallying  around  its  encroachment  u  sub 
sidized  guard,  who  tiiftd  in  the  reward  of  appointment  a  motive 
for  the  desertion  of  the  people.  We  claim  it  because  the  debts  by 
which  Maryland  has  become  involved,  were  for  works  which 
appropriately  belong  to  the  Aational  Goveinnient,  to  project  and 
complete,  and  which  by  direct  action,  prompting  and  profering 
of  aid  on  the  part  of  the  General  (government,  she  has  been  in- 
duced to  tmdertake.  (K.) 

We  clain:  it  as  in  our  foreign  relations,  regarded  as  a  unit,  defal- 
cation of  any  one  State  aHects  the  National  character  and  pios- 
trates  the  credit  of  the  Government.  We  claim  because  the  Gov- 
ernment resting  for  permanency  and  strength  upon  the  prosperity 
of  the  people,  will  find  in  this  constitutional  extension  of  relief  to 
them,  that  reacting  energy,  Avhich  wrll  pom*  into  its  coflers,  (hose  in 
ternal  revenues,  that  form  the  "easy  and  constitutional  source"  of 
means  to  the  Government.  We  claim  it  because  it  will  make  the 
property  in  the  Public  liands  more  fruitfully  available  to  the  .Slates, 
by  making  it  the  interest  of  the  Government  to  encourage  their 
sale,  without  reference  to  collateral  objects  of  policy  by  which  in 
the  history  of  this  Government,  their  productiveness,  have  been  for 
some  time  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  impaired — efforts  made 
by  restricted  sales  to  reduce  its  apparent  value,  so  as  to  make  its 
disposition  seein  imimportant  to  the  popular  Judgement — at  one 
period,  made  to  serve  the  purposes  of  an  agent  of  exchange,  in 
transporting  specie  to  the  interior  and  impairing  the  sales,  by  lim- 
iting the  facilities  of  tlieir  purchases. 
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We  claim  it  because  in  our  difficullies,  justice  to  the  Sla(e 
requires  that  all  her  resources  should  be  gathered  to  the  relief  of  her 
people,  and  addressing  the  Government  as  the  trustee  of  State 
funils,  not  too  faithfully  administered,  we  ask,  that  by  the  aid  of 
her  credit,  based  upon  those  funds,  our  own  properly  should  be 
applied  in  the  dischaige  of  our  own  liabilities. 

We  prefer  it  to  annual  distribution,  because  the  relief  is  more 
immediate  and  perfect;  more  efficient  and  permanent  guarding  by 
the  sacredness  of  a  contract  against  the  fluctuation  of  party  legis- 
lation. 

We  prefer  it — because  it  will  protect  the  States  and  the  Union 
from  the  wrong  and  danger  to  both  of  partial  and  unjust  cessions 
— we  have  been  already  warned  that  the  young  giant  of  the  West 
is  looking  to  her  rapidly  augmenting  strength,  for  adequate  power 
to  dictate  to  the  Congress  the  terms  upon  which  cessions  of  the 
"common  fund"  to  the  Slates,  including  it  shall  be  made, — and 
names  high  in  the  scale  of  popular  regaid,  have  already  lent  the 
sanction  of  their  influence  to  this  proposed  violation  of  the  rights 
and  interests  of  the  older  States. 

It  works  no  wrong  to  the  non-indebted  States,  because  their  pro- 
portional share  in  the  common  issue  is  embraced  by  the  plan. 

It  creates  no  National  debt — because  the  debt  it  proposes  to  relieve 
already  exists. 

That  the  resources  of  the  country  are  fully  adequate  to  its  dis- 
charge, in  the  modes  argued  for  is  not  matterof  speculation,  but  the 
verification  of  fact.  In  less  than  seventeen  years  from  the  close  of  the 
last  war,  more  than  one  hundred  and  twenty  millions  of  dollars,  with 
accruing  interest  have  been  paid,  with  less  of  National,  State,  and 
individual  distress  than  is  now  felt,  even  in  the  imperfect  discharge 
of  State  liabilities. 

We  advocate  it — because  we  believe,  that  its  adoption  is  fraught 
not  merely  with  relief  to  the  States,  but  with  benefit  to  the  Govern- 
ment— in  confining  the  Government  to  legitimate  sources  of  reve- 
nue and  limiting  the  evil  of  national  extravagance. 

For  these  reasons,  imperfectly  elaborated,  your  committee,  dis- 
senting from  the  opinions  of  the  executive,  recommend  the  adop 
tion  of  the  following  resolutions: 

Resolved  by  the  General  Assembly  of  Maryland,  That  our  Se- 
nators and  Representatives  in  Congress  be  requested  to  urge  upon 
that  body  the  issue  of  two  hundred  millions  of  Government  stock 
bearing  an  interest  of  three  per  cent,  payable  at  the  Treasury  in 
Washington,  and  to  distribute  the  same  among  the  several 
States  of  this  Union,  in  proportions,  graduated  by  the  federal  repre- 
sentation, specifically  pledging  for  the  redemption  of  the  stock  and 
the  payment  of  the  interest,  the  public  domain.  (L.) 

Resolved,  That  this  failing,  they  urge  upon  the  Congress  the 
actual  division  in  just  proportion  of  the  public  land?  among  the 
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Slates  and  Teriiloiiebof  the  Union,  leaving  lo  each  Stale  the  inan- 

iiffenient  and  disposition  of  its  own  share. 

^  ^  JOHN  M.  S.  CAUSIN, 

COLI^MAN  YELLOTT, 
JOHN  L.  CAREY, 
ALEXANDER  KILGOUR. 


A  P  P  E  iN  D  I  X  . 


[A.] 

Mr,  Fitzsimmons  in  advocac}"  of  the  measure  says : 

'•I  ai)i  in  favor  of  the  assumption  of  the  State  debis  but  I  do  not 
subscribe  to  the  doctrine  held  by  the  gentleman  last  up.  I  do  not 
think  the  United  States  are  under  an  equal  obligation  to  pay  the 
private  debts  of  each  separate  Slate  as  they  are  to  pay  those  which 
they  in  their  collective  capacity  increased, ////?// A- ?7  «  matter  rf 
good  'poliaj." — Vol.  2nd,  Cong.  Debates,  1790 — 91,  Page  1445. 

Mr.  Stone,  says,  page  1443 — "//■  the  'State  debts  were  rtally  as 
gentlemen  say  they  are,  continental  debts,  there  vA}uld  he  no  occa- 
sion for  ASSUMING  them" 

Mr.  Madison  though  opposed  to  the  assumption,  no  where  denies 
its  constitutionality. 

In  page  1587,  he  says:  "I  am  not  insensible,  that  an  assumption 
of  the  State  debts  is,  under  certain  aspects,  a  measure  not  unworthy 
of  a  favorable  attention.'^  ''It  has  been  contended,  that  the  State 
debts  are  in  their  nature  the  debts  of  the  United  Slates ;  that  they 
were  only  from  difierent  offices,  and  have  borne  a  different  denomi- 
nation, but,  that  in  justice,  they  are  the  debts  of  the  United  Stales, 
and  that  the  individual  creditors  can  of  right  claim  payment  of  the 
same  from  the  General  Government."  ''I  deny  the  principle,  sir, 
and  I  think  it  is  disproved  by  the  arguments  of  the  gentlemen 
themselves  " 


[B.] 
VIRGINIA  RESOLUTIONS. 

House  of  Delegates,  November  3,  1790. 
Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  act  entitled,  'An  act  making 
provision  for  the  debt  of  the  United  States,"  as  assumes  the  pay- 
ment of  the  State  debts,  is  repugnant  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  Slates,  as  it  goes  to  the  exercise  of  a  power  not  granted  to 
(he  General  Government.  December  21, 1790 — Agreed  to  by  the 
Senate. 

[American  Stale  Papers,  Finance,  Vol.  1,  page  90. 
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Aci  vi  1797,  chupter  3.  puge  3,  of  \olunu^  3rd. 

Be  ii  fimiier  enucled,  That  die  Piesidenl  of  the  United  States, 
be  and  he  is  hereby  empowered  to  audiorise  any  of  the  States  which 
were  found  indebted  to  the  United  States  in  a  settlement  of  the 
accounts  between  them  and  llie  severed  States  to  expend  under  his 
direction  the  sums  respectively  due  from  tlieni  in  fortifying  their 
forts  and  harbours;  and  the  sums  which  may  be  so  expended  shall 
be  passed  to  the  credit  of  the  said  Stales,  and  account  of  the  bal- 
ance«  found  nnd  reported  by  the  ro)nmi=sioners.  for  fiefflin<T  the  nr- 
counts  between  the  Unite^.1  Slates  and  the  individuul  States,  to  be 
due  from  the  said  States  to  tlie  United  States,  etc, 

March,  5th  1802.  Mr.  Thomas  reported  the  following'  resolu- 
tioii :  "That  a.?  none  of  the  States  have  adopted  any  measure  to 
extinguish  their  balances,  or  paid  any  part  of  them,  except  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania,"  "and  tis  it  does  not  appear  that  any  measures 
of  coercion  can  ever  be  retorted  to, "'  etc.,  therefore,  "that  it  is  ex- 
expedient  to  extinguish  the  United  States'  claims  for  those  balances 
and  for  that  purpose,  a  bill  which  is  herewith  reported." — Finance 
vol.  1.  T34. 


[D.J 

In  1840,  the  total   exports  to  foreign  countries  of  domestic  pro 

duce  and  manufactures  amomited  to  ."i;^l  12,046,846, 
Of  these  exports  there  were 

Of  Cotton,       -             -             -  -         ^63,870.307 

"  Tobacco,          .            -             -  .      9.88S;957 

*  Flour,         ...  -           10,143,615 


^83,902,879 


The  total  imports  of  1840,  iVom  all  countries 
were  107,141,519 

Of  the  Cotton,  Flour  and  Tobacco  exported 
in  1840,  to  Great  Britain  amounted  to,  in  value 

Cotton,  ....        §41,945,334 

Flour,       -  -  -  .  -       3,387,343 

Tobacco,  uniuannfacturod.       -  -     '        3/227,880 

"         manufactured,     -  -  -         152,929 


Total,  .948,713,486 
The  duties  paid  on  these  articles  were 

On  Cotton,              -         3,247,880  29,  more  than  7  per  cent. 
On  Flour,    -         -        -  1,003,874  75,  "       33 
On  unmanufactured  To- 
bacco,         -        -      20,514,816  00,  "     600 
On  manufactured     "      2,022,389  12,  "    1500 


Total  duties  on  48,713. A86  of  products.        .^26.788,960  16 


m 

In  1840,  we  imported  from  England,  articles 
amouDting  to        -  -  -  -        jt$39,l30,9ii!?l  00 

The  revenue  upon  the  entire  importation  in 
1840,  amounting  to        -  -  -  $15,104,790  63 

Or  about  33  per  cent,  upon  the  dutiable 
imports  of  that  year,  (49,945,315.) 

Applying  this  average  per  centum  to  the  im- 
ports from  Great  Britain,  and  were  realized 
therefore,  in  1840,     -  -  -  -     $12,913,204  00 

The  duties  paid  to  Great  Britain,  upon  To- 
bacco, Flour  and  Cotton,  exceeds  the  whole 
impoit  of  articles  from  Great  Britain,  by         -       ,$9,582,565  00 

The  duties  paid  in  Great  Britain,  upon  To- 
bacco alone,  in  the  year  1840,  exceeded  our 
whole  revenue  upon  imports  from  all  coun- 
tries, by        -  -  -  -  -      $8,436,189  24 

Exceeded  the  revenue  from  duties  on  British 
articles,  by     -  -  -  -  -    $10,627,775  00 

The  estimated  ad  valorem  duties  by  the 
proposed  British  tariff,  in  1842,  was  Cotton, 
7  per  cent.  Flour,  (average)  30  per  cent. 
Tobacco,  unmanufactured,  1,000  per  cent. 
Tobacco,  manufactured,  1,200  per  cent. 

In  1822.     There  were  imported, 
Free  of  duty,      $7,298,708  00 
Paying  duties,  $75,942,833  00 

Received  from  customs  of  1822,  -  .4^24,066,466  43 

Whole  amount  of  imports,  -  -  -$83,241,541  00 

In  1842.     There  were  imported. 
Free  of  duty,     $30,627,486 
Paying  duties,     69,534,601 

Revenue  of  1842,         -  -  -  $16,622,746  84 

Whole  amount  of  imports,  -       $100,162,087  00 

Thus  with  a  population  of  more  than  8,000,000  increase  in 
1842,  the  Government  derived  from  one  fifth  more  of  gross  im- 
ports, one  third  less  of  actual  revenue. 


[D.] 

A  statement  exhibiting  the  value  of  merchandise  imported  from 
1821  to  184-2,  and  also  the  amount  of  duties  which  accrued 
annually  upon  said  imports  during  the  said  period. 


Years  end-! 
mgSep.30 


Value  of  imports. 


1821 
1822 
1823 
1824 

1S25 
1826 
1827 

1828 

1829 
1830 
1831 
1832 

1833 
1834 
1835 
1636 
1837 
1838 
1839 
1840 
1841 
1842 


IPreeof  duty 


J$10,082.3I3 

I  7,298,708 
'  9.048.288 
i  12,563,773 

■  10,947,510 

'  12,567,769 

'  11,855,104 

12,379,176 

i  11,805,501 
12,746,245 
13,456,625 
14,249,453 

'  32,447,950 

.  68.393,180 

,  77,940,493 

:  92.056,481 

69,250.031 

60,860,005 

76,401,792 

57,196,204 

:  66,019,731 

,  30,627,486 


Paying  duty 


Gross  duties  on 
merchandise. 


Total. 


$52,503,411  $62,585,724|S18,475,703  57 
75,942,833   83,241, 541i  24,066,066  43 


68,530,979 
67,985,234 


77.579.267'  22,402.024  29 
80,549,0071  25,486,817  86 


85.392.565   96.340.075   31,653,871  50 
72,406,708   84,974,477,  26,083,861  97 


67,628,964 
76,130,648 


79,484,068'  27,948,956  57 
88,509,824|  29,951,251  90 


-!    n-~ 


62,687,026   74,492,527  27,688,701  11 

58,130,6751  70,876.920  28.389.505  05 

89,734,499103,191.124  36,596;il8  19 

86,779,813!l0L029.'266  29,-341.175  65 


75,670,361 
58,128,152 
71,955.249 
97,923.554 
71,739,186 
52,857,399: 
85,690,340| 
49.945,315 
61.926,446| 
69,534.601 1 


108,118.311' 
'126.521,332' 
149.895,742 
189,980,035 
140,989,217 
113,717.404 
162,092432 
107,141.519, 
127,946,177 
100,162,087 


24,177.578  52 
18,960,705  96 
25,890,726  66 
30,818,327  67 
18,134.131  01 
19,702,825  45 
25,554.553  96 
15,104,790  63 
19,919,492  17 
16,622,746  84 


Note.  — The  spaces  show  the  changes  in  the  tariff. 


CESSION  OF  VIRGLNIA. 

"Be  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly,  That  it  shall  and  may 
be  lawful  for  the  delegates  of  this  State  to  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States,  or  such  of  them  as  shall  be  assembled  in  Congress, 
and  the  said  delegates,  or  such  of  them  so  assembled  are  hereby 
fully  authorized  and  empowered,  for  and  on  behalf  this  State,  by 
proper  deeds  or  instruments  in  writing,  under  their  hands  and  seals, 
to  convey,  transfer,  assign,  and  make  over,  unto  tiie  United  States 
in  Congress  assembled,  for  the  benelit  of  the  said  States,  all  right, 
title  and  claim,  as  well  of  soil  as  jurisdiction,  which  this  Common- 
wealth hath  to  the  territory  or  tract  of  country  within  the  limits  of 
the  Virginia  charter,  situate.  Ij'ing  and  being,  to  the  northwest  of 
the  river  Ohio,  subject  to  the  terms  and  conditions  contained  in  the 
before-recited  act  of  Congress  of  the  13th  day  of  September  last, 
that  is  to  say  :  upon  condition  that  the  territory  so  ceded  shall  be 
laid  and  formed  into  States,  containing  a  suitable  extent  of  territor}', 
not  less  than  one  hundred  nor  more  than  one  hundred  and  fifty 
miles  squire,  or  as  near  thereto  as  circumstances  will  admit ;  and 
that  the  States  so  formed  shall  be  distinct  republican  States,  and 
admitted  members  of  the  Federal  Union,  having  the  same  rights 
of  sovereignty,  freedom,  and  independence,  as  the  other  States. 

"That  the  necessary  and  reasonable  expenses  incurred  by  the 
State  in  subduing  any  British  posts,  or  in  maintaining  forts  and 
garrisons  within,  and  for  the  defence,  or  in  acquiring  any  part  of 
the  territory  so  ceded  or  relinquished,  shall  be  fully  reimbursed  by 
the  United  States ;  and  that  one  commissioner  shall  be  appointed 
by  Congress,  one  by  this  Commonwealth,  and  another  by  those 
two  commissioners,  who,  or  a  majority  of  them,  shall  be  authorized 
and  empowered  to  adjust  and  liquidate  the  account  of  the  necessary 
and  reasonable  expenses  incurred  by  this  State,  which  they  shall 
judge  to  be  comprised  within  the  intent  and  meaning  of  the  act  of 
Congress  of  the  tenth  of  October,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  eighty,  respecting  such  expenses ;  that  the  French  and  Cana- 
dian inhabitants,  and  other  settlers  of  the  Kaskaskias,  St.  Vincent's, 
and  the  neighboring  villages,  who  have  professed  themselves  citi- 
zens of  Virginia,  shall  have  their  possessions  and  titles  confirmed 
to  them,  and  be  protected  in  the  enjoyment  of  their  rights  and  liber- 
ties ;  that  a  quantity  not  exceeding  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
acres  of  land,  promised  by  this  State,  shall  be  allowed  and  granted 
to  the  then  Colonel  (now  General)  George  Rogers  Clarke,  and  to  the 
officers  and  soldiers  of  his  regiment,  who  marched  with  him  when 
the  posts  of  Kaskaskias  and  St.  Vincent's  were  reduced,  and  to  the 
officers  and  soldiers  tkat  have  been  since  incorporated  into  the  said 
regiment,  to  be  laid  ofli'  in  one  tract,  the  length  of  which  not  to  ex- 
ceed double  the  breadth,  in  such  place,  on  the  northwest  side  of  the 
Ohio,  as  a  majority  of  the  officers  shall  choose,  and  to  be  after- 
wards divided  among  the  said  officers  and  soldiers  in  due  propor- 
tion, according  to  tlie  laws  of   Virgiiua  ;  that  in  case  the  quantity 
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of  good  liiud  oil  ihe  souihettjsl  aide  ol  ilie  (Jliio,  upon  ilie  wales  of 
tlie  Cumberland  river,  and  Ijetween  the  Green  river  and  Tennessee, 
river,  wliich  havr  been  reserved  by  law  forilie  \  irginia  troops  upon 
continental  esiablislunent,  should,  from  the  Norih  Carolina  line 
bearing  in  further  upon  the  <  "umlterlaud  lands  than  was  expected, 
prove  insufficient  for  their  legal  bounties,  the  deficiency  should  be 
made  up  to  the  said  troops,  in  good  lands,  to  be  laid  off  between 
the  rivers  Scioto  and  Little  Miami,  on  the  northwest  side  of  the 
river  Ohio,  in  such  proportion-?  as  have  been  engaged  to  them  by 
the  laws  of  Viririnia  ;  tli;it  all  lue  lands  v.ithin  ilie  territory  so  ceded 
10  the  United  ."States,  and  not  reserved  foi  or  appropriated  to  any  of  the 
before-mentioned  jjurposes,  or  disposed  of  in  bounties  to  the  officers 
and  soldiers  of  the  American  army,  shall  be  considered  a  common 
fund,  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  such  of  the  United  States  as  have 
become  or  shall  become  members  of  the  confederation  or  federal 
alliance  of  the  said  States,  A'irginia  inclusive,  according  to  their 
usual  respective  {proportions  in  the  general  charge  and  expenditure, 
and  shall  be  faithfully  and  bona  fide  disposed  of  for  that  purpose, 
and  for  no  other  use  or  purpose  whatsoever:  Frovided,  That  the 
trust  hereby  reposed  in  the  delegates  of  this  State  shall  not  be 
executed,  unless  three  of  them  at  legist  are  present  in  Congress." 

An  act  of  Virginia  of  30(h  December,  1788. 

"Whereas  th<i  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  did  on  the 
seventh  day  of  July,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  eiijhty-six,  state  certiiin  retisons,  showing  that  a  divi- 
sion of  lire  territory  w^hich  hath  been  ceded  to  the  said  United  States 
by  this  ( "ommonwealth  iiuo  States,  iii  (  oiilunuiiy  to  the  terms  of 
cession,  should  the  same  be  adhered  to,  would  be  attended  with 
many  inconveniences,  and  did  reconnnend  a  revision  of  the  act  of 
cession,  so  far  as  lo  empower  ConeTess  to  make  sucli  a  division  of 
the  said  territory  into  distinct  and  republican  States,  not  more  than 
five  nor  less  than  three  in  number,  as  the  situation  of  that  country 
and  future  circunisiances  might  require  :  And  the  said  United 
States  in  Congress  assembled  have,  in  an  ordinance  for  the  govern- 
ment of  the  territory  nortliAi  est  of  the  river  Ohio,  passed  on  the  thir- 
teenth of  .Tuly.  one  tliousand  seven  hinidrcd  and  eidity-seven,  de- 
clared the  following  as  one  of  the  articles  of  compact  between  the 
original  States  and  the  people  and  States  in  the  said  territory,  viz  : 

[Here  the  fifth  article  of  compact  of  the  ordinance  of  Congress 
of  13th  July,  17.>T,  as  before  inserted,  is  recited  verbathu.] 

And  it  is  expedient  that  this  Commonwealth  do  assent  to  the 
proposed  alteratifui,  so  as  to  ratifj'  and  confimi  the  said  article  of 
compact  between  the  original  States  and  the  people  and  States  iii 
the  said  territory : 

2.  Br  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Gcneial  Assembly,  That  the 
afore-recited  article  of  compact,  between  the  origijial  States  and  the 
people  and  States  in  the  temiory  northw  est  of  Ohio  river,  be,  and 
the  same  is  hereby,  ratified  and  confirmed,  any  thing  to  the  con- 
iiaiy  in  the  deed  of  cession  of  the  said  territory  by  this  Common 
wealth  to  the  TTnited  States  notwithstandins:."' 
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[F.] 

LAND  GRANl'S. 

Acres. 

Grant  to  the  Oliio  Company 100,000 

Grant  to  A.  H.  Dohrman,  for  ser\dces  rendered  American 

prisoners  during  the  revolutionaiy  war        -         -         -       20,480 
Grant  to  French  inhabitants  of  Galhpolis     -         -         -       25,200 
Grant  to  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  Asyhuia  in  Connecticut,  a 

township  in  Alabama      ------       23,040 

Grant  to  the    Deaf  and  Dumb  Asylum  in  Kentucky,  a 

township  in  Florida         -  ....       23,028 

Grant  to  General  Lafayette,  a  township  in  Florida,       -       23,028 
Lands   appropriated    for  religious  purposes,  in    the  pur- 
chases made  by   John  Cleves  Symmes  and  the  Ohio 
Company       --------       43,505 


Total 258,301 


[G.] 

Mr.  Buchanan,  on  the  proper  disposition  of  the  Public  Lands, 
says:  "But  we  possess  a  vast  reservoir  of  wealth  in  our  public 
lands,  so  irregular  in  its  current  that,  in  one  year,  it  pours  into  the 
public  Treasury  twenty  millions,  and  in  the  next  it  contributes  but 
one  tenth  of  that  sum.  This  deranges  all  our  legislation,  and  ren- 
ders all  great  interests  of  the  country  fluctuating  and  insecure.  It 
encourages  extravagant  appropiiations  by  Congress,  and  banishes 
economy  from  our  legislation.  It  leaves  every  interest  in  doubt 
and  vmcertainty.  In  one  year,  when  we  have  more  money  than 
we  knovv' how  to  expend,  we  hear  the  cry  that  tariff  must  be  re- 
duced ;  the  revenue  must  be  diminished  to  the  necessaiy  expendi- 
tures of  the  Government ;  protection  must  be  withdrawn  from  our 
manufactures.  The  next  year,  perhaps  there  may  be  a  reaction. 
Speculation  in  the  public  lands  may  have  exhausted  itself,  and  the 
receipts  of  the  Treasury  from  this  source  may  be  greatly  diminish- 
ed. What  comes  then  ?  The  tariff  must  be  raised  ;  the  duties  on 
imports  must  be  increased  to  meet  the  necessaiy  wants  of  the  gov- 
ernment. Thus  the  public  mind  is  kept  in  a  perpetual  stale  of  ex- 
citement. No  domestic  interest  can  calculate  upon  any  fixed  and 
steady  protection.  We  are  in  a  state  of  continual  doubt,  public 
opinion  fluctuating  with  the  fluctuations  in  the  sales  of  the  public 
lands.  None  of  the  great  interests  of  the  country  can  ever  flourish, 
unless  they  can  calculate,  with  some  degree  of  confidence,  upon 
some  steady  and  certain  course  of  legislation  in  relation  to  them- 
selves. Now  sir,  a  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands 
amoung  the  States  would  remedy  all  these  evils,  and  correct  all  these 
anomalies  of  our  system.  It  would  secure  to  us  a  settled  policy, 
upon  which  the  country  might  rely.     It  would  draw  off  from  the 
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General  Government  tliis  eccentric  source  of  revenue,  and  distribute 

it  aiiioug"  tlic  SUuc'a.  V.e  should  then  be  Icl'L  where  the  '.-oiistiLu- 
tion  intended  to  place  us."  Vol.  13,  Part  1.  Con.  Debates  pages 
1004-5. 


[H.] 

"In  1826,  both  Mr.  Benton  and  Mr.  Tazewell  introduced  plana 

for  qualified  cessions  of  the  public  lands.'' 

"In  1S36,  Mr.  Calhoun  offered  an  amendment  to  the  land  bills, 
proposing  a  gradual  cession  of  the  lands  to  the  States  in  which  they 
lie." 


[J.] 

PUBLIC  LANDS. 

1832 .$2,623,381  03 

1833 3,967,682  55 

1834 4,857,600  69 

1835 14,757,600  75 

1836 24,877,179  86 

1837 6,776,236  52 

1838 3,081,939  47 

1839 7,076,447  35 

1840  -       -    -    -    -   3,292,285  58 


[K.] 

EXECUTIVE  OPINIONS  UPON  THE  SUBJECT  OF  IN- 
TERNAL IMPROVEMENT. 

"The  question  therefore,  now  comes  forward ;  to  what  other  ob- 
ject shall  these  surplusses  be  appropriated,  and  the  whole  surplus 
of  impoit,  after  the  entire  discharge  of  the  public  debt,  and  during 
these  intervals  when  the  purposes  of  war  shall  not  call  for  them? 
Shall  we  suppress  the  import,  and  give  that  advantage  to  foreigm 
over  domestic  manufactures?  On  a  few  articles  of  general  and  ne- 
cessar}'  use,  the  suppression,  in  due  season,  will  doubtless  be  right, 
but  the  great  mass  of  the  articles  on  which  impost  is  paid  are  foreign 
luxuries,  purchased  by  those  only  who  are  rich  enough  to  afford 
themselves  the  use  of  them.  Their  patriotism  would  certainly  pre- 
fer its  continuance  and  application  to  the  great  purposes  of  public 
education,  roads,  rivers,  canals,  and  such  other  objects  of  public  im- 
provement as  it  may  be  thought  proper  to  add  to  the  constitutional 
enumeration  of  federal  powers.  By  these  operations  new  channels 
of  communication  will  be  opened  between  the  States ;  the  lines  of 
separation  will  disappear;  their  interests  will  be  identified,  and  their 
4 
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union  cemented  by  new  and  indissoluble  ties.  ******, 
The  present  consideration  of  a  national  establishment,  for  education 
parLicularly,  is  rendered  proper  by  this  circumstance  also,  that  if 
Congress  approving  the  proposition,  shall  yet  think  it  more  eligible 
to  found  it  for  a  donation  of  lands,  they  have  it  now  in  their  power 
to  endow  it  with,  those  which  will  be  among  the  earliest  to  produce 
the  necessary  income." — .Fefferson's  sixth  annual  message,  Decem- 
ber 2,  1806. 

"Among  the  means  of  advancing  the  public  interest,  the  occasion 
is  a  proper  one  for  recalling  the  attention  of  Congress  to  the  great 
importance  of  establishing  throughout  our  country  the  roads  and 
canals  which  can  Ijest  be  executed  under  the  national  authority. 
No  objects  within  the  circle  of  political  economy  so  richly  repay 
the  expense  bestowed  upon  them ;  there  are  none,  the  utility  of 
which  is  more  universally  ascertained  and  acknowledged ;  none 
that  do  more  honor  to  the  government  whose  wise  and  enlarged 
patriotism  duly  appreciates  them.  Nor  is  there  any  countiy  which 
presents  a  field  where  nature  invites  more  the  art  of  man  to  com- 
plete her  own  work,  for  his  accommodation  and  benefit.  These 
considerations  are  strengthened,  moreover,  by  the  political  effect  of 
their  facilities  for  mtercommunication,  in  bringing  and  binding 
more  close  together  the  various  parts  of  our  extended  confederacy. 
Whilst  the  States  individually  with  a  laudable  enterprise  and  emu- 
lation, avail  themselves  of  their  local  advantages,  by  new  roads,  by 
navigable  canals,  and  by  improving  the  streams  susceptive  of  navi- 
gation, the  general  government  is  the  mere  agent  to  suiiilar  under- 
takings, requiring  a  national  jurisdiction,  and  natural  means,  by  the 
prospect  of  thus  systematically  completing:  so  inestimable  a  work." 
[Madison's  seventh  annual  message,  Dec.  5, 1815. 

"In  praying  for  the  blessing  of  heaven  upon  our  task,  we  ask  it 
with  equal  zeal  upon  eveiy  other  similar  work  in  this  confedera- 
tion; and  particularly  upon  that  which,  on  this  same  day,  and  per- 
haps at  this  veiy  hour,  is  commencing  from  a  neighboring  city.  It 
is  one  of  the  happiest  characteristics  of  the  principle  of  internal  im- 
provement, that  the  success  of  one  great  enteiprise,  instead  of  coun- 
teracting, gives  assurance  to  the  execution  of  another.  May  they 
increase  and  multiply,  till,  in  the  sublime  language  of  inspiration, 
every  valley  shall  be  exalted,  and  every  mountain  and  hill  shall  be 
made  low;  the  crooked  straight;  the  rough  place  plain." 

[President  Adams'  speech  on  the  commencement  of  the  (Chesa- 
peake and  Ohio  Canal — 34,  Niles'  Reg.  327. 

"Other  interests  of  high  importance  will  claim  attention;  among 
which  the  improvement  of  our  country  by  roads  and  canals,  pro- 
ceeding always  with  a  constitutional  sanction,  holds  a  distinguished 
place.  By  thus  facilitating  the  intercourse  between  the  States,  we 
shall  add  much  to  the  conveni;;nce  and  comfort  of  our  fellow-citi- 
zens, much  to  the  ornameal  of  our  country,  and  what  is  of  greater 
importance,  we  shall  shorten  distances,  and  by  makmg  each  part 
more  accessible  to  and  depojidant  on  the  other,  we  shall  bind  the 
Uriion  more  closely  together.     Nature  has  done  so  much  for  us  by 


intersecting  the  country  with  so  many  great  rivers,  bays,  and  lakes, 
approacliing  from  distant  points  so  near  to  each  other,  that  the  in- 
ducement to  complete  the  work  seems  to  be  peculiarly  strong.  A 
more  interesting  spectacle  was  perhaps  never  seen  than  is  exhibited 
witliin  the  limits  of  the  United  States;  a  territory  so  vast,  and  ad- 
vantageously situated,  containing  objects  so  grand,  so  useful,  so 
happily  connected  in  all  their  parts." — Monroe's  Inaugural  Address, 
March  5,  1817. 

"Many  patriotic  and  enlightened  citizens,  who  have  made  the 
subject  an  object  of  particular  investigation,  have  suggested  an  im- 
provement of  still  greater  importance.  These  are  of  opinion  that 
the  waters  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  may  be  connected  toge- 
ther by  one  continued  canal,  and  at  at  an  expense  far  short  of  the 
value  and  importance  of  the  object  to  be  obtained.  If  this  could 
be  accomplished,  it  is  impossible  to  calculate  the  beneficial  conse- 
quences which  would  result  from  it.  A  great  portion  of  the  pro- 
duce of  tlie  very  fertile  comitry  through  which  it  would  pass,  would 
find  a  market  through  that  channel.  Troops  might  be  moved  with 
greater  facility  in  war,  with  cannon  and  every  kind  of  munition,  in 
either  direction.  Connecting  the  Atlantic  with  the  western  coun- 
try, in  a  line  passing  through  the  seat  of  the  national  government, 
it  would  contribute  essentially  to  stengthen  the  bond  of  union  it- 
self. Believing  as  I  do,  that  Congress  has  the  right  to  appropriate 
money  for  such  national  object,  (the  jurisdiction  remaining  to  the 
Stat(is  through  which  the  canal  would  pass,)  I  submit  it  to  your 
cx)nsideration  whether  it  may  not  be  advisable  to  authorize,  by  an 
adequate  appropriation,  the  employment  of  a  suitable  number  of 
officers  of  the  corps  of  engineers,  to  examine  the  unexplored 
ground,  during  the  next  session,  and  to  report  their  opinion  there- 
on."— Munroe's  seventh  annual  message,  Dec.  2,  1823. 
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[L] 
Two  hundred  millions  of  dollars  of  Government  bonds,  divided 
among  the  States,  Tenitories  and  District  of  Columbia,  placing  the 
Territories  and  the  District  of  Columbia  upon  the  basis  of  one  Re- 
presentative, and  allowing  one  million  for  each  Senator,  and  the 
residue  divided  among  the  representation,  upon  the  basis  of  the  last 
apportionment  law,  would  be  a  fraction  of  a  cent  more  than  ,^651,- 
982  38  for  each  Representative  in  the  next  Congress.  The  pro- 
portion for  each  State  and  Territory  will  be  found  in  the  following 
table,  viz : 


States. 

Amount. 

States. 

Amount, 

Maine 

$6,563,876  66 

Kentucky 

,<^8,519,823  80 

N.  Hampshire 

4,607,929  52 

Tennessee 

9,171,806  18 

Massachusetts 

8.519,823  SOiOhio 

15,691,629  98 

Connecticut 

4,607,929  52iLouisiana 

4,607,929  52 

Vemiont 

4,607,929  52j (Indiana 

8,519,823  80 

Rhode  Island 

3,303,964  76 

Mississippi 

4,607,929  52 

New  York 

24,167,400  26 

Uinois 

6,563,876  66 

New  Jersey- 

5,259,911  90 

Alabama 

6,563,876  66 

Pennsylvania 

17,647,577  52 

Missouri 

5,259,911  90 

Delaware 

2.651,982  3S 

Arkansas 

2,651,982  38 

Maryland 

5,911,894  2S 

Michigan 

3,955.947  14 

Virginia 

11,779,735  70 

Florida 

651,982  38 

North  Carolina 

7,867,841  42 

Wisconsin 

651,982  38 

S.  Carolina 

6,563,876  66 

Iowa 

651,982  38 

Georgia 

7,215,859  04 

Dst.  Columbia 

651,982  38 

200,000,000  00 

[Document  L.] 

BY  THE  HC 
Read  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


BY  THE  HOUSE  OF  DELEGATES. 
January  24,  1844. 


STATEMENT 


OP    THE 


AMOUNT  OF  TAXES 

DUE    FROM 

Eaeh  Coo nty,HowardDislrict&  Baltimore  City, 

FOR  THE  YEARS  1841,  1842  &  1843. 
In  obedience  to  an  order  of  the  House  of  the  17tb  January. 


